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in the fame; for if forfeiture was the certain confequence of
not being in America when incepen fence was deelared, and
all perfons, then refidents of Great-Uritain or other parts of
the B:itifh dominions, became alicns., incapable of holding
property, though acquired antecedentiy to that event, then
no perfon, though attached to America, could, bv return-
ing, howcver foon alter that declaration, have a right to en-
ter on and poflefs fuch property.  Nor could taking the oath
of allegianec make fuch perfon a citizen, un'efs a law of the
flate in which he fLould take fuch oath, conferred fuch pri-
vilege upon that condition. For an alien cannot ever, by
taking an oa.h to a ftate, claim the rights of a citizen, un-
lefs thers be fome particular Jaw, conferring thole 1ights up-
on him on hiy taking the oath. So unreafonable a confe-
quence, decucidle from your conftruétion of the declaration
of independence, is a proof with us, thac the authors of that
Jaudable and neceffary 4& never expeQed it would be per-
verted to countenance fuch oppreflion ; the conftru@ion fub-
fequent to the =&, and praltice under it, have been con-
formable to our idea; many pzrfons who refiled in Great-
Brizain when th: declaration of independence was made,
have fince come to Amcrica, and have been deemed citizens :
others, who ncver returned, have been deemed citizens, and
employed by congrefs and this flate; the fuffering thofe,
who now refid=« in the Britifh dominions, and had heretofure
acqui-ed property in this ftate, or become fubjels of it, to -
hold and cnjoy that property, is fo far, in our cflimazion,
from being incompatible with our fafety, that, by encreafing
the num'ler of our fubjeéls, and diminifhing that of the ene-
my, an additional ftrength would accrue to the ftate ; a
pinciple of policy, which has been adopted by this ftate in
1ts a&t of naturalization, and by the wifdom of moft other
free ftates. If it be obje@ed to thia reafoning, that the prin-
ciple extends fo far, as to give thofe, who had property in
this ftate, a right to remain in the Britifh dominions, until
the conclufion of the war, draw the profits of their eftates,
and come to this country, when its independence is efta-
blithed, to cajoy that property which our arms have fecured ;
we an{wer, that it is the duty of the legiflature, if any dan-
ger is apprehended from this confequence, to prevent it, by
calling on all, who claim property in, to repair to,"}thl&

ate,




